
The Differences between Direct and 
Indirect Speech 

Decide whether the following are examples of direct or indirect speech.

Add any missing punctuation to the sentences containing direct speech.

1. I want sweets! shouted the little girl.

2. As I was walking away, my friend called Don’t forget your bag!

3. Please can you help me with my maths work? asked Reuben quietly.

Speech Direct or Indirect Speech?

William asked if he could have a turn on the slide.

“It’s my turn next,” Shiya shouted.

Dad said that the children should stop arguing.

Kylie mentioned that the swings were free.

“I love the park,” squealed Emir.

Mum told the children that it was time to go home.

Change the direct speech in the sentences to indirect speech.

1.  “We must work together!” declared Alexander.  

 

2.  “If we are late, we might miss the show,” stated my sister anxiously. 

 

3. “My mum said, “Don’t worry, there is plenty of time to get there.” 
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Write a sentence that uses direct speech for the following picture. 

 

 

 

Write a sentence that uses indirect speech for the following 
picture. 
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The Differences between Direct and 
Indirect Speech 

Decide whether the following are examples of direct or indirect speech.

Add any missing punctuation to the sentences containing direct speech.

1. “I want sweets!” shouted the little girl.

2. As I was walking away, my friend called, “Don’t forget your bag!”

3. “Please can you help me with my maths work?” asked Reuben quietly.

Speech Direct or Indirect Speech?

William asked if he could have a turn on the slide. Indirect

“It’s my turn next,” Shiya shouted. Direct

Dad said that the children should stop arguing. Indirect

Kylie mentioned that the swings were free. Indirect

“I love the park,” squealed Emir. Direct

Mum told the children that it was time to go home. Indirect

Change the direct speech in the sentences to indirect speech.

1.  “We must work together!” declared Alexander.   

Alexander declared that we must work together. 

2.  “If we are late, we might miss the show,” stated my sister anxiously. 

My sister anxiously stated that if we were late, we might miss the show.

3. “My mum said, “Don’t worry, there is plenty of time to get there.” 

My mum said not to worry because there was plenty of time to get there.
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Write a sentence that uses direct speech for the following picture. 

Children’s answers will vary. Example sentence:

“We can do this!” called the daring rider to her fearless horse.

Write a sentence that uses indirect speech for the following 
picture. 

Children’s answers will vary. Example sentence:

Joseph instructed his teammates to find a space on the court. 
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The Differences between Direct and 
Indirect Speech 

Decide whether the following are examples of direct or indirect speech.

Add any missing punctuation to the sentences containing direct speech.

1. I want sweets shouted the little girl as she ran into the shop.

2. My friend called as I was walking away from the park Don’t forget your bag

3. Please can you help me with my maths work asked Reuben quietly.

4. Will we ever get there whined the young child during the long car journey.

Speech Direct or Indirect Speech?

Nervously, William asked if he could have a turn on 
the slide.
“It’s my turn next,” Shiya shouted as she pushed past 
William.
“Stop pushing in. You always do that!” Jacob called 
angrily.
Dad said that the children should stop arguing and 
just enjoy playing together.
Kylie mentioned that the swings were free so maybe 
they should go on them instead.
“I love the park,” squealed Emir as he toddled 
towards the swings.

Change the indirect speech in the sentences to direct speech.

1. Alexander declared that we should all work together.  

 

2.  My sister anxiously stated that if we were late, we might miss the show. 

 

3. My mum reassured her not to worry because there was plenty of time to get there. 
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Write one or more sentences that use direct speech for the 
following picture. 

 

 

 

Write one or more sentences that use indirect speech for the 
following picture. 
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The Differences between Direct and 
Indirect Speech 

Decide whether the following are examples of direct or indirect speech.

Add any missing punctuation to the sentences containing direct speech.

1. “I want sweets!” shouted the little girl as she ran into the shop. 
Also accept a comma after “I want sweets,”

2. My friend called as I was walking away from the park, “Don’t forget your bag.” 
Also accept an exclamation mark after “Don’t forget your bag!”

3. “Please can you help me with my maths work?” asked Reuben quietly.

4. “Will we ever get there?” whined the young child during the long car journey.

Speech Direct or Indirect Speech?

Nervously, William asked if he could have a turn on 
the slide.

Indirect

“It’s my turn next,” Shiya shouted as she pushed past 
William.

Direct

“Stop pushing in. You always do that!” Jacob called 
angrily.

Direct

Dad said that the children should stop arguing and 
just enjoy playing together.

Indirect

Kylie mentioned that the swings were free so maybe 
they should go on them instead.

Indirect

“I love the park,” squealed Emir as he toddled 
towards the swings.

Direct

Change the indirect speech in the sentences to direct speech.

1. Alexander declared that we should all work together.   

“We should all work together!” declared Alexander. 

2.  My sister anxiously stated that if we were late, we might miss the show. 

“If we are late, we might miss the show,” stated my sister anxiously. 
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3. My mum reassured her not to worry because there was plenty of time to get there. 

My mum reassuringly replied, “Don’t worry, there is plenty of time to get there.” 

 

Some answers may vary so accept any that are correctly punctuated. 

Write one or more sentences that use direct speech for the 
following picture. 

Children’s answers will vary. Example sentence: 
 

“We can do this!” called the daring rider to her fearless horse as 

they approached the towering fence. 

Write one or more sentences that use indirect speech for the 
following picture. 

Children’s answers will vary. Example sentence:

Spotting that this was their chance, Joseph confidently 

instructed his teammates to find a space on the court. 
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The Differences between Direct and 
Indirect Speech 

Decide whether the following are examples of direct or indirect speech.

Add any missing punctuation to the sentences containing direct speech.

1. As the little girl ran into the shop she was shouting I want sweets 

2. Don’t forget your bag my friend called as I was walking away from the park  

3. Please can you help me with my maths work asked Reuben quietly I’m finding it quite 
tricky

4. Will we ever get there whined the young child during the long car journey I’m hungry

Speech Direct or Indirect Speech?

Nervously, William asked if he could have a turn on 
the slide as his sister played in the sandpit.
“It’s my turn next,” Shiya shouted as she pushed 
roughly past William.
Dad called out that the children should stop arguing 
and just enjoy playing together.
Kylie mentioned that the swings were free so maybe 
they should go on them instead of arguing about the 
slide.
“I love the park,” squealed Emir as he toddled 
towards the swings happily.

Rewrite the sentences. Change the direct speech to indirect speech, and the indirect speech to 
direct speech.

1. My sister anxiously stated that if we were late, we might miss the show. 

 

 

2. My mum reassured her not to worry because there was plenty of time to get there. 
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3. “Can we have ice creams, mum?” pleaded Sophia as soon as she heard the ice cream van 

coming. 

 

 

4. “I will gently check Fudge’s ears,” the vet said when we took my poorly dog to see her. 

 

 

5. The head teacher commented that the children looked smart as they filed into the hall. 

 

  

Write a paragraph about this image, including both 
direct and indirect speech. 
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The Differences between Direct and 
Indirect Speech 

Decide whether the following are examples of direct or indirect speech.

Add any missing punctuation to the sentences containing direct speech.

1. As the little girl ran into the shop, she was shouting “I want sweets!” 
Also accept a full stop after “I want sweets.” 

2. “Don’t forget your bag!” my friend called as I was walking away from the park.  
Also accept a comma after “Don’t forget your bag,”

3. “Please can you help me with my maths work?” asked Reuben quietly. “I’m finding it quite 
tricky.”

4. “Will we ever get there?” whined the young child during the long car journey. “I’m 
hungry.” Also accept an exclamation mark after “I’m hungry!”

Speech Direct or Indirect Speech?

Nervously, William asked if he could have a turn on 
the slide as his sister played in the sandpit.

Indirect

“It’s my turn next,” Shiya shouted as she pushed 
roughly past William.

Direct

Dad called out that the children should stop arguing 
and just enjoy playing together.

Indirect

Kylie mentioned that the swings were free so maybe 
they should go on them instead of arguing about the 
slide.

Indirect

“I love the park,” squealed Emir as he toddled 
towards the swings happily.

Direct

Rewrite the sentences. Change the direct speech to indirect speech, and the indirect speech to 
direct speech.

1. My sister anxiously stated that if we were late, we might miss the show.  

“If we are late, we might miss the show,” stated my sister anxiously.

2. My mum reassured her not to worry because there was plenty of time to get there. 

My mum reassuringly replied, “Don’t worry, there is plenty of time to get there.” 
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3. “Can we have ice creams, mum?” pleaded Sophia as soon as she heard the ice cream van 

coming. 

As soon as she heard the ice cream van coming, Sophia pleaded with her mum for ice 

creams.

4. “I will gently check Fudge’s ears,” the vet said when we took my poorly dog to see her. 

When we took my poorly dog to the vet, she said that she would check Fudge’s ears 

gently.

5. The head teacher commented that the children looked smart as they filed into the hall. 

“You all look very smart,” commented the head teacher proudly as the children filed 

into the hall. 

Some answers may vary so accept any that are correctly punctuated. 

Write a paragraph about this image, including both direct and 
indirect speech. 

Children’s answers will vary but should include direct and 

indirect speech.
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Success Criteria

Aim

• Statement 1 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.
• Statement 2

• Sub statement

Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explain the differences between direct and indirect speech.

• I can identify direct and indirect speech in writing.
• I can recognise where inverted commas are needed to punctuate

direct speech.
• I can change direct speech into indirect speech (and vice-versa).
• I can create examples of direct and indirect speech.
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Using Speech within Writing
Within writing, there are two ways to narrate the words spoken by a
character. These are called:

• direct speech

• indirect (or reported) speech

In a direct speech sentence, we would narrate Iggy’s spoken words like
this:

“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship.

If we were writing an indirect speech sentence, we would narrate Iggy’s
spoken words like this:

From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings.

I bid you
farewell

Earthlings!
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Using Direct Speech
Let’s look carefully at the direct speech sentence.

What do you notice?

I bid you
farewell

Earthlings!

“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship.

The exact
words of the
speaker are
enclosed in

inverted
commas
(speech
marks).

In direct
speech, the
exact words

of the
speaker are
quoted with
no change to
their content

or order.

There is often a reporting clause
to explain who said the speech.
Sometimes the reporting clause
can be extended with an adverb,

subordinate clause or
prepositional phrase to explain

more about how, where or when
the speech was said.  The

reporting clause can appear
before or after the spoken words

themselves.

The correct
punctuation

is used
before the
inverted
commas

close.
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Using Indirect Speech
Now, let’s take a look at the indirect (reported) speech sentence.

How is it different to the direct speech sentence?

I bid you
farewell

Earthlings!

From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings.

In indirect
speech, no
inverted
commas

(speech marks)
are used.

The actual words of the
speaker are often changed.
The spoken words need to

be in the correct tense,
extra words may need to be
added and pronouns may
need to be changed (e.g. I

 Iggy).

There are no reporting
clauses within indirect

(reported) speech. However,
an adverb or prepositional

phrase to explain more
about how, where or when
the speech was said can be

added if needed.
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Are Inverted Commas Needed?
Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted commas?

Kayla explained that she used to live in New York.

This is an example of indirect
speech and does not need inverted
commas. The sentence is reporting

what Kayla explained.
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Are Inverted Commas Needed?
Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted commas?

Watch out! screamed George as he launched the frisbee.

This is an example of direct speech and
does need inverted commas around the
spoken words. Where should they go?

“ ”
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Are Inverted Commas Needed?
Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted commas?

Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village.

This is an example of indirect speech and does
not need inverted commas. The sentence is

reporting what Guthrum announced.
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Are Inverted Commas Needed?
Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or indirect speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted commas?

The doctor gently said, Open your mouth as wide as possible.

This is an example of direct speech
and does need inverted commas
around the spoken words. Where

should they go?

“ ”
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Spotting Direct
and

Indirect Speech
Can you spot an example of direct
speech in this newspaper report?

Here is a passage of direct speech. It
has inverted commas, other speech
punctuation and a reporting clause.

Can you spot an example of indirect
speech in this newspaper report?

Here is a passage of indirect speech. It
has no inverted commas or reporting
clause. It tells the reader what Justin
Gatlin promised his supporters.
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Changing Indirect Speech to
Direct Speech

Do you remember this indirect speech sentence from earlier? Could you
turn it into a direct speech sentence?

Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village.

“We should charge towards the village!” announced Guthrum.

What has changed? Why?
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Changing Direct Speech to
indirect Speech

Now, can you do the opposite? Could you turn this direct speech sentence
from earlier into a line of indirect speech?

The doctor gently said, “Open your mouth as wide as possible.”

The doctor gently told the patient that he should open his mouth as wide
as possible.

What has changed? Why?
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Writing Direct and Indirect
Speech Sentences

Look at this photograph. Can you invent both a direct and an indirect
speech sentence based upon it?

Direct Speech

Example Sentences

“I want an ice cream!” shouted the angry
little boy.

Indirect Speech
The angry little boy shouted that he
wanted an ice cream.
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Writing Direct and Indirect
Speech Sentences

Look at this photograph. Can you invent both a direct and an indirect
speech sentence based upon it?

Direct Speech

Example Sentences

The championship driver shrieked, “We won
the race!”

Indirect Speech
The championship driver shrieked that they
had won the race.
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Writing Direct and Indirect
Speech Sentences

Look at this photograph. Can you invent both a direct and an indirect
speech sentence based upon it?

Direct Speech

Example Sentences

“Say cheese, dad, ” pleaded the girl
as she was taking the photograph.

Indirect Speech
As she was taking the
photograph, the girl pleaded for
her dad to say cheese.
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